against handicapped persons in transportation. The
subsection would nullify the mandates of the Urban Mass
Transportation Act, the Architectural Barriers Act, and
the Rehabilitation Act, to provide accessible transit
services and facilities to integrate handicapped persons
into the mainstream of society. Therefore, the Council
strongly opposes subsection 5.

It should be briefly observed that the historic
exclusion of disabled persons from the mainstream of
society, including transit services, cannot and will not
be overcome by permitting federal recipients to expend
three percent of their program funds. Accessibility can
readily be provided when subway stations are renovated
or newly constructed. Transportation services must be re-
cognized as an integral part of society to which all per-
sons, including handicapped persons, are entitled. In con-
sidering this amendment, the Congress should also weigh
the sociological benefits of accessible transit systems.

Approval by the Congress of H.R. 6417 in its present
form with Representative Cleveland's amendment would be
viewed by disabled persons as a significant retreat result-
ing in undercutting legislation previously passed by
Congress to protect the rights of this Nationfs handicapped
citizens.

Accordingly, the Interagency Coordinating Council
urges that the Senate conferees oppose the Cleveland amend-
ment if it survives a House vote and H.R. 6417 is sent
to conference with S.2720 (the Federal Public Transporta-
tion Act of 1980) which passed the Senate on June 25, 1980.

Sincerely,

Drew S. Days III
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

cc:

The President of the Senate
Members of the Committee
Hon. Robert C. Byrd
Hon. Alan Cranston
Hon. Ted Stevens
Hon. Harrison A. Williams, Jr.
Hon. Richard S. Schweiker
Hon. Robert T. Stafford policy.
